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Introduction to



How does                                    work?

1.Take a photo (or record a 
sound) of an organism using the 
app.

2. You will get a 
suggested 
identification.

The app automatically 
records the date/time 
and location.

3. The uploaded observation is visible to 
the iNaturalist community, who can 
confirm and correct identifications.

Observations with consensus on the ID 
are shared with other databases used for 
science and conservation.



How does                                    work?

An observation starts with evidence of 
an organism — usually a photo.

Take a photo directly in the app

— or you can take photos with your 
phone and add them in the app later.

If you’re using a regular camera, you can 
upload your photos on the iNaturalist 
website.

(You can also record sound!)

1: Take a photo!
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How does                                    work?

iNaturalist has trained a species 
recommendation model, based on 
your photo and your location.

You can also add your own 
identification.

2: Get an identification



How does                                    work?

Once your observation is uploaded, 
other iNaturalist community members 
can confirm or correct the 
identification.

Observations with consensus on the 
identification are shared with other 
databases used extensively for science 
and conservation.

Your photo is now biodiversity data!

3: Contribute to science!



The iNaturalist Community

● Over 3.5 million people around the 
world have contributed observations!

● 415,000 people have added 
identifications to others’ observations!



Keep track of everything you’ve seen





CC-BY

Slideshow by CC-BY

You are free to:

● Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format 
for any purpose, even commercially.

● Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any 
purpose, even commercially.

Attributions on photos in this slideshow must stay with the photos.
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