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Invasive Species Overview



Definition of Invasive Species

Living things that arrive from somewhere else (a different place) and cause 

harm to anything people value

• Environment, especially biodiversity

• Infrastructure

• Agriculture

• Economy, particularly tourism

• Health

• Culture



Characteristics of Invasive Species that make them 

successful

•Lack Natural Predators (nothing eats it)

•Occur in many areas

•Spread Quickly

•Grow Quickly

•Breed Early

•Have Many Offsprings

•Not Picky Eaters

•Can Live in many Types of Environment



Invasive Species are found in all taxonomic groups



What is the difference between native, 
introduced, and invasive species?



Native / Introduced / Invasive Species

• Native species

• A species that naturally lives in a place or places. It 

belongs in that place and did not originally come 

from somewhere else

• Introduced species

• A species that came from somewhere else but does 

not have any negative impacts

• Invasive species

• A species that came from somewhere else and has 

negative impacts



Native / Introduced / Invasive Species



Invasive and Not Invasive

• Invasive species are those that come 

from somewhere else and can become 

harmful

• Native species can sometimes cause 

problems, but they are not considered 

invasive species

• This is why we also use the term “invasive 

alien species (IAS)”



Why are native species not invasive?

• These cause problems and act like its invasive, but it is not

• They have a place in nature

• They cause problems because of other issues like environmental degradation

• We manage them differently



How do we address 
Invasive Species?



Most preferred

Prevention

Eradication

Control

Least preferred



Prevention

• Most preferred method

• Easier and Less expensive

• Prevention can be at different 

levels

• National border

• State border

• Island

• Protected Area



Eradication

Complete and permanent removal of invasive species population 

in a set time from a defined area

• All individuals must be put at risk

• Re-invasion risk must be near to zero

• Individuals must be removed faster than they reproduce

• Anticipated benefits must outweigh risks and costs

• Approaches and techniques must be socially acceptable



Control

• Least preferred option

• High risk and high cost

• Need to understand species ecology and effect 

• Need skilled and motivated workforce

• Need consistent application of control measures

• Need rigorous monitoring

• Need committed stakeholders

• Need resources to continue to control FOREVER






