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Yellow crazy ant (Loo sega makinikini) 

“DOs and DON’Ts 
Yellow crazy ants (YCA) have been causing problems on your island. This handout tells you ways that you 
can manage the problem. 

Ants only need food and nesting places. If 
you take those things away, the ants will be 
less of a problem.  
These “DOs and DON’Ts” will help keep you the ants away.  

Outside the home 
DO 
Control plant pests like mealybugs & scale 
insects. YCA “farm” them for food. 

Trim vegetation around homes to reduce YCA 
habitat and access routes into homes. 

Ensure proper waste disposal and do not dump 
materials that may be used by ants or plant 
pests. 

Keep food scraps for pigs, chickens, and 
ducks in buckets with lids away from the 
house. 

Keep the area around the house clear of trees 
and rubbish piles. 

DON’T 
Leave food out – particularly sweet foods. 

Keep waste close to the house. 

Keep piles of leaves and coconuts near the 
house as the YCA can nest there. 

Take materials (coconuts, wood, leaves, plants) 
from areas where yellow crazy ants are living to 
other areas. 
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Inside the home 
DO 
Keep all areas in the home clean and tidy and make sure food sources are in containers or refrigerators. 

Use mosquito coils at night if that helps keep the ants away. 

Wipe down surfaces with a solution of water, vinegar and dishwash soap to help keep the ants away. 

Wipe down any ants that you see with a solution of water, vinegar and dishwash soap. This will help 
keep the ants away. 

DON’T 
Leave food or food scraps lying around (including sugary drinks). 

In cooking areas 
DO 
Keep the area free of waste & materials that 
ants can nest in. Trim vegetation. 

After cooking, make sure all food and food 
waste is kept in containers or refrigerated. 

YCA love sweet foods. If sugar or sugary drink 
or food has been spilled, clean it up quickly. 

DON’T 
Leave food out – particularly sweet foods. 

Keep waste close to the cooking area. 

Keep piles of leaves and coconuts near the 
cooking area as the YCA can nest there and it 
makes it easy for them to get food.  

Yellow crazy ants love trash piles © Pacific Biosecurity 
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Make life difficult for YCA – make sure they 
don’t have access to food and places they 
can nest! 
 

Talk to Agriculture for more information. 
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