Village council briefing

Yellow crazy ant (Loo sega makinikini) management

Village councils have a vital role to reduce the impacts of yellow crazy
ants

The council can help by:

e encouraging community-wide support, coordination, and action to manage yellow crazy
ants (YCA).

e leadership to make sure YCA hygiene practices become part of everyday village life.
Establish community rules and routines to support ant management

o Keep residential areas clean and free of food scraps or organic waste.

e Organising regular community clean-up events.

e Promote the trimming of vegetation around homes and cooking huts to reduce YCA
habitat and access routes.

e Ensure proper waste disposal and discourage dumping of materials that ants or plant
pests can live in.

e Designate local community stewards or volunteers to monitor infestation levels
(numbers of ants), report new sightings, and assist Agriculture or Environment Officers.

Work with the Health Department

e Align public health inspections with pest management priorities
o Complete land inspections, especially in public areas such as schools, clinics,
and gathering places.
o Ensure publica places remain free of conditions that attract or sustain ant
populations.

By including these actions in village by-laws or rules, communities can build independence and
ownership over ant and pest control activities to ensure a cleaner, healthier, and safer
environment for everyone.
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